
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Wednesday, May 1, 2013  
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute and 
Joseph LaPorte and Joanne D. Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant 
Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to accept the Minutes of the 
March 6, 2013 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried 4-0-1 abstention (Palmieri). 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Dawn Miceli.  Mrs. Miceli gave an update regarding the circus.  Several months ago she was asked by 
the City of Meriden if the Town of Southington would be interested in hosting the circus this year.  Due 
to school construction in Meriden, they could not have it.  She spoke with the Town Manager and Town 
Attorney and both okayed her going to the next step.  When it was brought up at the Town Council 
meeting, the media wrote a story that seemed that it was farther along in the process than it was.  Dave 
Lapreay looked at the all purpose field site.  It is marked out now for lacrosse.  They were hoping to park 
cars on the outside of the marked out area on the grass, which we denied.  They needed 500+ parking 
spaces.  Commissioner Fasulo said the drive-in can’t fit that many.  Mrs. Miceli said the person running 
the circus never called her back and she had some concerns about his lack of professionalism.  In the 
meantime they secured Bristol for their site.  Commissioner LaPorte added that permission from the State 
Traffic Commission would be needed for more than 400 cars; that would be another possible problem. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the ice skating rink.  We had minimal use again this year because of the 
weather.  Mrs. Miceli believes we had high interest, though, considering all the calls and the Facebook 
posts.  The site work is done there. She feels like the leg work is already done and she would like to keep 
it there if the board agrees.  She contacted the Water Department and they have agreed to continue 
allowing use of the property.  She understood the liner had some problems.  We were supposed to get at 
least four years out of it.  Mr. Manware said it was heavily damaged last year.  If we get another liner he 
would like to keep this one underneath.  Mrs. Miceli wondered if there was any recourse or warranty 
since we only got two years out of it.  Mr. Manware said he spoke with other towns who have indicated 
that if you get two years you’re good.  He believes a new liner costs about $1,500.  Mrs. Miceli said she 
would try to raise funds again.  Commissioner LaPorte thought perhaps we could get a new liner prorated 
since we didn’t get the advertised four years’ use. 
 
Mrs. Miceli also spoke about a new project of the Chamber Economic Development Committee.  It would 
be in December and called something like a Walk of Lights.  It would be a walk on the linear trail, 
starting at the ice rink area.  She met with Art Secondo, Chamber President, and the business person who 
proposed it.  They envision they will put in lights there.  The art center is also doing a fund raiser – a Bike 
Parade.  Mary DeCroce is having people create works of art with the bikes; they will ride them in the 
Apple Festival.  Commissioner Kanute commented that Niantic has a light parade every year, and it is a 
really nice event.  Mrs. Miceli thought it might be nice if held in conjunction with the lighting of the 
Town Green.  She has a meeting Friday morning to talk about the bicycles and to keep moving forward 
with the idea.  They ran it by Mark Sciota.  It is all in the planning stages. 
 


